The Northwest Guides & Anglers Association

To protect, enhance, and promote healthy sportfisheries and the ecosystems they depend on in the Pacific Northwest.

ODF&W Commission

Re: Proposed commercial bubble fisheries

Char Rae and Commissioners:

Upon considering the proposal for expanded ocean opportunity for the commercial troll fisheries in the bubble areas along the Oregon coast, we urge you to consider the possible ramifications of such a proposal not having adequate data to support this fishery. The NW Guides and Anglers Association does not support this proposal for these reasons:

1) As supported by the staff report, inadequate historical data indicates that “Potential catch in these terminal fisheries is largely unknown”. With no way to regulate effort and not knowing the level of participation in this fishery, the possibility for over-harvest is very possible.

2) State statute calls for the “equitable sharing” of catch between sport and commercial fishing fleets. Harvest of Chinook salmon in ocean fisheries is already grossly inequitable and this proposed fishery would further put it out of balance. These bubble fisheries are highly utilized by sportfishers and only accessible when safe ocean conditions exist. It is a rare opportunity for sport anglers to take advantage of a highly successful target fishery for Chinook and we don’t want to see that opportunity compromised.

3) Most importantly, run forecasts for coastal watersheds are highly volatile and the potential for mis-predictions is great. Couple this factor with warm freshwater temperatures and this additional harvest could lead us into another Klamath River crisis. Until the agency gets quality controlled data on such a proposed fishery, the risk seems too great to risk the last remaining sustainable wild fish fishery on the north coast. Sportanglers have already lost consumptive opportunity to 5 of the 6 wild salmonid stocks of fish on the north coast.

Please consider these points when reviewing the proposal for additional bubble fisheries for commercial fisheries in Oregon waters. Thank you for taking the time to read our concerns on this matter.
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