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Director Moore, Chair Rae and Commissioners:

We are writing to you regarding management of Columbia River White Sturgeon- particularly from Bonneville Dam downstream to Buoy 10 and Oregon Coastal Estuaries. Steve Williams and Curt Melcher met with me last year to help address some of my previous concerns. I appreciated that and I learned a lot.

As you are well aware of the history of white sturgeon on the Columbia, we know it is a sensitive species volatile to overharvest. It is one of the last all wild species still viable and contributing to the vitality of NW sportfishing and the communities these fisheries support. This is just one reason why we should support a long term management plan previously suggested by Chief of Fisheries Ed Bowles.

Our primary concern at this point is unaccounted for harvest in sport and commercial fisheries. If harvest numbers are inaccurate, I believe it may compromise the integrity of population models causing the species to become susceptible to overharvest.

Beginning with sportfisheries, we have the following concerns:
1. Is harvest in Oregon Coastal Estuary sportfisheries being accounted for accurately in the total allowable catch?
2. Is a mortality rate being factored in for catch and release fisheries during consumptive and non-consumptive time periods?

For commercial fisheries, we have the following concerns:

1. Is a mortality rate being factored in for sturgeon caught and released as an incidental catch during in-river gillnet periods?
2. Is commercial harvest of ocean caught sturgeon being factored into the total allowable catch? We know there was once a fall beach drag fishery that attained significant harvest but we think this fishery may no longer exist but there may be others.

We realize sturgeon management will be on the table in the coming months and we respectfully request a different management scheme for future sport and commercial fisheries. We request that you consider the following:

1. All harvested sturgeon, whether incidentally harvested in catch and release sportfisheries, incidentally harvested in gillnet or trawl fisheries and poached illegally are addressed in the overall total allowable catch of the species. In order to maintain the integrity of the harvest models, these fish NEED to be accounted for.

2. We understand there is a single annual mortality rate assigned to both sport and commercial fisheries. We believe it is at 9% annually. We respectfully request that sport and commercial fisheries each have their own mortality rates assigned to their fisheries. The Departments have a precedent of doing this already with salmon and steelhead. It is not fair to either user group that the other absorb mortality rates not associated with their fisheries!
3. We request that the sanctuary fishery be reviewed again and looked at for possible re-opening for sub-legal, legal and oversized sportfisheries. Our Association supports credible science that indicates we may be causing harm to fish when participating in our activities. We feel this guideline was not met when reviewing the sanctuary fishery. We will provide information on the Fraser River fishery that indicates when appropriate gear is employed, sportfishing for oversized sturgeon can be conducted in a responsible manner. Also, as our evidence points out, oversized handle of sturgeon was greater in the estuary fishery than in the sanctuary when targeted fisheries were taking place. Sanctuary sportanglers are “geared” for this activity when estuary fishers (particularly charter boats) will break off these oversized fish leaving hooks and gear in these fish. The justification for closure was unwarranted and we consider it a double-standard.
4. We request that if sportanglers are not allowed to target oversized sturgeon in the sanctuary, that sportanglers be allowed to target keeper sized sturgeon in the sanctuary. Anglers can target these fish by bait selection and by fishing specific locations. The fishery above Wauna did not meet their harvest guideline of 12,000 fish and therefore will have a surplus of over 4,000 for the 2007 season. Unless block periods are relaxed or more effectively, the sanctuary fishery is modified to allow a targeted fishery for keeper-sized sturgeon, we feel this fishery will again fail to meet its harvest guideline in the 2007 season and beyond. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on the future of our fisheries and the sustainability of the species. Please contact us if you have any questions or we can work with you on any and all of these concerns.
Respectfully,

Bob Rees, President

NW Guides and Anglers Association

